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Voluntary Consent & Confidentiality 

You are invited to participate in a project titled Pathways to Results.  Your consent is needed to participate in research associated with implementation of Pathways to Results in conjunction with the implementation of Programs of Study. This project is being directed by Dr. Debra Bragg, Director of the Office of Community College Research and Leadership and Professor in Educational Organization and Leadership at the University of Illinois, with funding from the Illinois Community College Board. 

The researchers on this project follow strict ethical rules of confidentiality in conducting research.  Researchers affiliated with the Office of Community College Research and Leadership (OCCRL) will collect information from individuals working in teams of secondary and postsecondary administrators, counselors, faculty and business and industry representatives.  Information will be gathered via individual and team meetings. These meetings will be observed and recorded in the form of written notes and audio tape.  All audio recordings are kept in a confidential manner and all notes will be anonymous.  Audio recordings will be transcribed and used only for data collection purposes.  After transcription, all audio recordings will be destroyed.  
All data collected via observations, field notes, website content analysis, and recordings will be anonymous and individually identifiable information will not be available for the purposes of reporting.  In all data collection activities, individual names will not be transcribed from audio recordings.  Individuals will be identified by their position title; however, titles will not be linked to institution names in data collection or dissemination to further insure confidentiality.  At the conclusion of the project, all data and materials will be archived for a period of three years, and then destroyed.  

Two risks identified with PTR, time commitment and emotional reactions to the disclosure of information, are minimized by the following actions.  The time commitment of this project has already been discussed with team members and all teams are aware that they can withdraw at any time.  In addition, team facilitators have been trained to handle possibly uncomfortable discussions around student outcomes in a professional and ethical manner and meetings have been arranged to ensure this is what happens.  The primary benefit will be a research report of the 10 sites involved in the PTR initiative.  Additionally, OCCRL will present findings via academic papers, journal articles, conference presentations, and other professional venues.  Another benefit is that PTR has the potential to be replicated in other areas of the state of Illinois, and the knowledge gained from this research will be extremely useful to other community colleges implementing PTR and POS.  The risks identified above, time commitment and emotional disclosure, are important but the benefits provided to the larger educational community as a result of this research has wide implications.
Please note that your participation in this project is completely voluntary, and you are free to withdraw at any time and for any reason without penalty.  You are also free to refuse to answer any questions you do not wish to answer.  If you choose not to participate, team members can still engage in their Pathways to Results project but OCCRL will not include any of that team in our research analysis or reporting.  Refusal to participate will not result in any negative impact on your current or future relationship with your college or state agency, the Illinois Community College Board, the Office of Community College Research and Leadership, or the University of Illinois.  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Debra Bragg by telephone (call collect) at 217-244-9390 or email at dbragg@illinois.edu.  If you have any questions about research subject’s rights, please contact The Institutional Review Board Office at The University of Illinois, by telephone (call collect) at 217-333-2670 or e-mail at irb@illinois.edu.

My signature below indicates I 1) have read and understand the above information, 2) voluntarily agree to participate in the project by participating in PTR team meeting activities, 3) understand that notes and audio tapes will be used but kept confidential, 4) understand I will not receive any compensation for participation, 5) assure that I am 18 years of age or older, and 6) have been offered a copy of the consent form.

Print Name ___________________________________________  Institution______________________________________
Signature __________________________________________________________   
Date _________________________
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