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òéa bachelorõs degree designed to incorporate 
applied associate courses and degrees once 
considered as ôterminalõ or non - baccalaureate level 
while providing students with the higher - order 
thinking skills and advanced technical knowledge 
and skills  so desired in todayõs job market.ó 

 

Townsend, Bragg, & Ruud (2008, p. 4)  
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} Identify pathways to baccalaureate degrees in 
technician education  

}Analyze pathway designs, implementation, and 
outcomes  

}Uncover promising and exemplary practices 
related to applied baccalaureate degrees  

}In order toé 
ƁProvide college administrators and instructors, 

employers and researchers with detailed information 
about how AB degree programs operate and meet 
students' and employers' workforce needs  

Ɓ                                         http ://occrl.illinois.edu/projects/nsf_applied_baccalaureate   

 

http://occrl.illinois.edu/projects/nsf_applied_baccalaureate
http://occrl.illinois.edu/projects/nsf_applied_baccalaureate


}Brief survey to identify established formal 
pathways to baccalaureate degrees  
 

}Follow - up survey to gather information on 
identified baccalaureate degree pathways, such as:  
Åinstructional approaches, accreditation and evaluation, 

services for underserved student populations, 
partnerships with employers and higher education 
institutions, perceived impacts of NSF - ATE awards  
 

}Case studies with 7ð10 NSF- ATE projects and 
centers to uncover promising and exemplary 
practices related to applied baccalaureate degrees  
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}Contacted all NSF- ATE Principal Investigators 
(PIs) with grants awarded grants 1992 and 
May 2011  

}Inquired about:  
ÅDegrees affiliated with the NSF - ATE project or 

center, fields of study, retention and recruitment of 
underrepresented student populations at the 
baccalaureate - level, access to student - level data 
for baccalaureate degrees  

}Received 234 responses (36% of the sample)  



}24% of survey respondents reported associate 
degrees affiliated with their NSF - ATE project 
or center with no established pathway to the 
baccalaureate  

 

}Some survey non - participants offered 
insights into their decision not to participate:  
ƁòOur Civil Engineering Practitioner Degree is an AAS 

and therefore is a terminal degree.  Our 
participation in the survey is probably not 
warranted .ó 


